CHAPTER XI

BATTLE : AN HISTOEICAL INSTANCE

Now that we have seen how theory leads to the
conclusion: "Battle is a decisive attack; conduct of
battle solely and exclusively tends to preparing and
successfully carrying out the decisive attack," let us
examine history to discover how this conduct of battle,
aiming at a decisive attack, may be put into practice.

We will take for the moment an example of limited
dimensions, the battle of Saalfeld. We shall find there
all the acts of battle on a small scale. We shall see,
together with the certain goal of action by force (over-
throwing the enemy so as to beat him), all the acts which
our theory regards as characteristic of the battle of
manoeuvre.

It is October 9th, 1806, The Grand Army, in three
columns, is completing its crossing of the Franken-Wald
in order to enter Saxony. The advance guard of the
army (First Army Corps and three cavalry divisions
under Murat) precedes the central column. It has
beaten, at Saalburg and Schleiz, the Tauenzien division
coming from Hof and a,iming at Jena.

In the right-hand column, the head corps (Fourth)
has reached Plauen; the Sixth, which is following, is at
Hof.

In the left-hand column, the Fifth Corps (Lannes),
which forms the head, is coming from Coburg. On the
9th of October, after a long and difficult march, it has
reached Graffenthal with the Suchet division and its
cavalry; its 2nd division is four miles to the rear; the
Seventh Corps (Augereau) has reached Coburg. (See
Map J.)

Napoleon knows the main enemy army to be under
Brunswick, between Gotha and Erfurt; advance guard
at Eisenach: the Hohenlohe army to be at Jena, advance
guard at Saalfeld. Napoleon believes the intention of
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